RIOT AT DUBLIN THEATRE. 



COPIES OF THE ADDRESSES 
Ofthe Corporation of the City of Dublin, a»d, of the Freemen, Freeholders, 
and Inhabitants of the City of Dublin, to His Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland; respecting the Riot at the Theatre Royal in 
Dublin, on the 14th of December last and His Excellency’s Answers 
thereto. 



Copies of the Address of the Corporation of the City of Dublin to His 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, respecting the Riot 
at the Theatre Royal in Dublin, on the 14th of December last; and His 
Excellency’s Answer thereto. 

BE it Remembered, That at an Assembly of the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, 
Sheriffs, Commons and Citizens of the City of Dublin, held at the City 
Assembly House, William-street, on the 17th day of December 1822, the 
following Address was agreed to be presented 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE MOST NOBLE RICHARD 
MARQUIS WELLESLEY, &c. &c. &c. 

May it please Your Excellency, 

WE the Lord Mayor, Sheriffs, Commons and Citizens of the City of Dublin, 
in common council assembled, and specially convened for the purpose, beg leave most 
dutifully to approach Your Excellency, with the expression of our just and most 
unfeigned abhorrence at the base and atrocious insult offered to Your Excellency, in 
the Theatre Royal, upon the night of Saturday, the 14th of December instant. 

Such an outrage against the person of His Majesty’s representative must, at any 
time, have awakened the liveliest indignation in every man attached to his country, its 
constitution, and its laws ; but we cannot avoid acknowledging, that the occurrence 
of so truly disgraceful a transaction, at the present crisis, has excited in our bosoms 
a pang of more than common poignancy, as it leads of necessity to the recollection, 
that the object of this dastardly and abominable proceeding, was a personage, the 
whole of whose illustrious life has been dedicated to the empire, and who holds it 
not amongst the least of his glories, that he is an Irishman and a citizen. 

W T e entreat Your Excellency to believe, that we feel it impossible, by any language 
which we can at this moment command, to render justice to the feelings which 
oppress us; we shall therefore desist from the attempt; but permit us, Illustrious Sir, 
most cordially to congratulate you, upon your preservation from all injury on the 
occasion to which we have alluded, and, from the purest sincerity of our hearts, to 
wish a long and happy continuance of that life, to the brilliant achievements of which, 
our Sovereign and his people have been heretofore so importantly indebted. 

In testimony whereof, the common seal of said city is hereunto affixed, 
the day and year aforesaid. 

Allen &; Greene, 

Town Clerks of the City of Dublin. 



ANSWER . 

WELLESLEY. 

IT is suitable to the station which this city holds in the civilized world, tp 
manifest the sentiments which you have expressed, on this awful aud calamitous 
occasion. 

A The 
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The outrage which has been committed, certainly admits of no palliation from 
any attendant circumstance ; the offence, however, is a more proper subject for the 
consideration of the courts of justice than of this place. 

Your wishes for the continuance of my life demand my acknowledgements ; ad- 
vanced in years, and in a long career of public service, I cannot desire that my life 
should be continued beyond the moment when it may be no longer useful to my King 
and country. 

Placed upon this throne by the favour of my beloved Sovereign, surrounded by the 
attributes of majesty and royal power, and intrusted with the sword of justice and 
mercy, for the good government of the people of Ireland, I still remember that I am 
one of that people ; and, therefore, even from this place, I am entitled to address my 
countrymen, and above all my fellow citizens of Dublin, in the voice of friendly 
admonition and affectionate remonstrance. 

Dreadful as the event is, which has assembled you in this place, employ your 
humanity, prudence, and deliberate temper, to derive from the terror aiid consternation 
of the present moment, the salutary maxims of good order, cheerful obedience to the 
law, and mutual affection amongst yourselves. 

Assist me in the auspicious task of assuaging the irritations, which disturb the 
harmony of your great and loyal city. 

Consult the natural emotions of your own bosoms, and the true interests of you r 
own society ; expiate the horrors of the present crisis, by a cordial co-operation in 
the noble work of peace, and present to the nations of Europe, the glorious example 
of a metropolis united in genuine principles of liberty, loyalty, and lawful concord. 

IV. 

Allen (§■ Greene, 

Town Clerks of the City of Dublin. 



— 2 .— 

ADDRESS of the Freemen, Freeholders, and Inhabitants of Dublin, 
to His Excellency Marquis Wellesley. 

May it please Your Excellency, 

WE the Freemen, Freeholders and Inhabitants of the city of Dublin, assembled 
in pursuance of public notice (by the Lord Mayor) beg to approach Your Excel- 
lency at this important crisis. 

We are deeply impressed with a high sense of admiration of the talents, the ability, 
the known principles and integrity, which so conspicuously adorn Your Excellency, 
and which, doubtless, influenced the choice made by our Gracious Sovereign in 
specially selecting you as a fit person to assume the government of Ireland, under the 
most trying and afflicting difficulties ; and we now take the earliest opportunity of 
expressing our strongest indignation, and our unfeigned sorrow, at the base and daring 
attempt at assassination lately made upon your person. 

We have beheld with astonishment and dismay the peace of the country endan- 
gered, the character of this city disgraced, and your life assailed by the base assaults 
of desperate assassins ; and we lament, that any set of men should be found so 
regardless of the laws, and so unawed by the splendour of your name, or the dignitv 
of your station, as to become the perpetrators of such an abominable outrage, this 
too, upon the life of their countryman, the first Irish Lord Lieutenant for nearly the 
last two hundred years, and he too specially appointed by a Monarch, who was the 
first to visit this country as a friend and pacificator. 

We are conscious that a foul and odious stain has been cast upon our city by 
these daring offenders, and we are sensible of the distress which the commission of 
such an indignity must have inflicted on the friendly feelings of your ardent and 
generous heart. We trust, however, that the cheering voice of universal sympathy 
will remove the painful impression which so audacious an insult was calculated to 
produce; and that this occurrence will have no other effect, than to induce Your 
Excellency to make a salutary discrimination, and trace to its proper source such 
flagitious and vile transgressions, and so punish the real authors and abettors, as to 

render 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




TO THE LORD LIEUTENANT OF IRELAND. 



3 



" I! 



* 



render it impossible hereafter that the peace of our community, afid the welfare of 
our island, can be endangered or disturbed. 

Be assured, Sir, that while we bear in mind the eminent services you formerly 
rendered to the United Empire, we are not insensible of the great advantages you 
have effected at home ; and likewise, the generous, the humane and manly interest 
which you displayed in averting the horrors of the late famine, and in assuaging 
those calamities with which so large a portion of our population had been afflicted, 
and from which, by your judicious arrangements, it has been so fortunately relieved. 

We entreat Your Excellency, that in any communications which you may think 
necessary to lay before His Majesty, or before Parliament, on the subject of this 
traitorous attempt, you will be pleased not to represent it as the act of this country, 
or this city, but of a set of heated and misguided persons infuriated by the spirit of 
a dangerous and desperate faction, one of the unfortunate consequences of our 
intestine divisions. 

Again, Sir, we present our sincere congratulations on your providential escape 
from the blows of the assassins, and our just tribute of admiration at the matchless 
spirit and the personal intrepidity which you so eminently and instantaneously dis- 
played upon that trying occasion. We implore Providence to grant you long life, 
and to preserve you as an instrument in the hands of our Most Gracious Sovereign, 
to extend the blessings of a mild and parental government to all orders and de- 
scriptions of your countrymen, and pour the balm ol His conciliatory wisdom over 
the fatal and heart-rending dissensions of your native country. 

We be® to express our earnest and fervent hope, that Your Excellency may loDg 
continue among us ; and we sincerely trust, that the same spirit which has guided 
Your Excellency in the rightful discharge of your duty, and in the furtherance of His 
Majesty's benignant letter of admonition and injunction, may continue to preside 
over and to direct your auspicious conduct, undeterred by any attempt, however 
premeditated, to over-awe or to control you in the impartial exercise of your just 
authority: confident, as you must be, that your government will thereby secure to 
itself the blessings of a people rejoiced at being at length relieved from these 
wearisome dissensions which have so long delayed the harmony and prosperity of our 
common country. 

Such a system will be certain to render your government popular and secure; 
such a system must render Ireland happy; for with it you may not only defy, but 
must defeat, the enemies of her concord ; and thus will the glories of the far-famed 
house of Wellesley be transmitted to posterity, along with the novel, and, we trust, 
imperishable, record of Ireland’s tranquillity and freedom. 

(signed) J. S. Fleming, Lord Mayor. 



I certify, That this is a correct copy of the Address presented to His 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, by the Freemen, Freeholders and 
Inhabitants of Dublin. 

J. S. Fleming, Lord Mayor. 



ANSWER: 

WELLESLEY. 

THE splendid appearance of this numerous and illustrious assembly, the cor- 
diality and ardour of your congratulations, and your generous and affectionate 
attachment to my person and government, constitute such an addition to my honour 
and happiness, and would adorn the close of a long and active life with such lasting 
olory, that if the assassin be not yet disarmed, my personal interest would be, that 
he should strike now ; but my duty to my God, to my King, and to my country, 
forbid such a wish; and here in your presence, with the most unfeigned sincerity, 
I join my humble hope with your fervent prayers, that my life may be spared for 
the J service of Ireland; adding, with the same earnestness, that if ever it should 
prove injurious or useless to her interests and welfare, it will no longer be valuable 

t0 No exertion of which any public servant can be capable (however endowed with 
aenius and zeal, or wisdom matured by experience,) could keep pace with the 
, paternal solicitude of our beloved Sovereign, for the tranquillity and prosperity of 
this interesting portion of his dominions. Were I possessed of all the qualifications 
381. A 2 which 
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which you are pleased to ascribe to me, I assure you in the most solemn manner, 
that I could scarcely render justice to the spirit of benevolence towards Ireland, 
which animates His Majesty’s royal heart, and which is the unanimous, active and 
ardent sentiment of all His councils. 

Whatever may have been the success of my government, my anxious endeavour 
has been to pursue the course of His Majesty’s intentions and councils, by an im- 
partial exercise of the executive power, by a just and merciful administration of the 
law, and by a regular system of mitigating and allaying every cause of irritation, and 
every incentive of discord and disunion. 

In relieving the distresses of the last dreadful season, I was greatly assisted by 
many now present ; receiving from you this honourable tribute of your approbation, 
I desire to extend mine to our countrymen and fellow-citizens. 

The indignation, which the recent outrage has excited in your breasts, is natural 
and honourable; let me not be supposed to reprove so just a feeling, when I declare, 
that having placed the consideration of that transaction in the hands of the law, 
I leave it to the sacred light of legal justice to discover the origin, progress and object 
of that disastrous attempt. 

So far, however, is my disposition adverse from casting upon the nation the crime 
of individuals, that I consider this event to have called forth the true character of 
my country in the most amiable and vivid colours; and this assembly attests the 
justice of my opinion. 

On the other hand, neither the dangers with which my life has been encompassed, 
nor any which may still impend over me, can disturb the even tenour of my course 
of government. Sensible of the value of your confidence in my firmness, I trust 
that Providence will never deprive me of the fortitude required to meet the duties of 
my station. 

The great and valuable lesson, however, inculcated on my mind, as it is upon 
yours, is the necessity of labouring to turn this evil to the public good. 

Here I claim your most assiduous and active exertions for the peace and honour 
of our country; towards this useful, but difficult work, I offer to you in true sincerity 
of heart, the aid of every faculty, and of all the means which I possess or can 
acquire; and recommending to your deliberate and united wisdom and zeal, the 
calm and dispassionate consideration of the most effectual plan for removing from 
your society the destructive incentives of division and discord, I implore the God, 
who has saved my life, to enable me to employ whatever days may be allotted to 
me in establishing the tranquillity, freedom and happiness of Ireland. 

IV. 

I certify, That this is a correct copy of the Answer of His Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant, to the Address of the Freemen, Freeholders 
and Inhabitants of Dublin. 

J. S. Fleming , Lord Mayor. 
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